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2026 Tessmann Scholarship Funds Now Available

The application process to apply for the 2026 Tessmann Scholarship Funds is open.

If you are interested in applying, please see the Fund Notification Letter here and
complete the application form here.

« Return your application to the Conference of by Wednesday, September 3o0th
» Funds for successful applications will be disbursed on October 31st

New Orleans Association Announces
Fall Association Meeting

AW
m THE NEW ORLEANS ASSOCIATION
OF THE SOUTH CENTRAL CONFERENCE
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
T mvztesyou to

FALL MEETING 2026

-

SEPTEMBER 26, 2026

Tech UCC Sanctuary Camp Knighton Center
106 Church Street « New Iberia, LA 70560 114 Camp Knighton Road

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!

N

Rev. Paul Godfrey, Pastor « Rev. Peter Scie, Moderator ¢ Rev. Molly Carson, Interim Conference Minister
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https://u60937661.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.g6eUiJuQn9czW-2BCmpf16uad3tupKa7A2P5vmsvxFO9GNb59vcLvdRokOgBoQmMmyllp2WyfwXL8BV1JK9VknNEtvu9U02mjAkrJYYsvG0b2OYAHfVYUQTwiNkqr9Dfjynm9v7MOTIsjV51enMG8FiQ-3D-3Dcgmd_BebZuezS3VhqDx98Otg8WCAiygCjFKLOhPk44siCOefJHsGQ87yRU7Uf1aHriYa4krVqAIV-2BfVcuvzbO94V9oRJOFiSiVK5liqfeOUZZVdWqgE52hJoEPoACR-2B7EmX3x2lFuLRZoM-2BQOTrM4JqePx8GXDVgITiV496shPdRVuKQFwG44dNn12M59XodHJ3EQFywtU0v8y5kp3wndl-2FAbcF549PONE6H5ybCBwQcKaxND3VLuJXkjtciHYl-2F1BQmvRicePJM4hjHCZB6cfDDJ7cKFuMXUzrjkc8QfsnLJTMHSQpc2OVS8-2BRBTnPKTvaJ56eMqwlHAbKsm-2FU2ZcVkPcae166uIJ7702u4e31z6z16ycD6ExsEov-2BpmKypfStUCLgNIa-2BBksQcAaeEIdZB9WQ-3D-3D

C N\/ERGENCE

"Converging 2026: Sing Through It!
October 7-10, 2026 Louisville, KY

The Convergence Music Project (CMP) invites you to "Sing Through It!

Click Here for More Information

Fall 2026 Association Meetmg

This will be a co-led event with St. John UCC
of Robinson and St. Paul’s UCC Gerald. ,

Registration begins at 9:30am | Business Meetlng at 10:00am ?
|

Save the Date for the 2026 North Texas Association Fall Meeting

The Fall Meeting will be a Co-led event with St. John UCC of Robinson and St.
Paul's UCC of Gerald.

e Where: St. Paul's UCC of Gerald, @ 117 Gerald Lane, ElIm Mott, TX. 76640
* When: Saturday, October 17, 2026

Registration opens at 9:30 am, followed by the Business meeting at 10:00 am

Conference News

St. Paul's E & R Summer Movie Matinee This

1 Gl \ P
Saturday! . SUMMER™
Join St. Paul's E & R for "The Sheep Detectives" this ) MOVIE
Saturday, August 29, 2026 @ 2:00pm in the Lﬁ::};l"{ﬁ]li
Fellowship Hall. DRINKS

Admission is free and Popcorn & Drinks will be
provided.

Church address is 6464 E. Lover's Lane, Dallas, TX.
75214
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Join SCC Youth Director, Brooke Dooley,
for the Youth Ministry Support gatherings
every second Tuesday of the month at
6:30pm.

The next meeting will be

September 8 Join meeting here. Contact
Brooke for more questions at
brooke@sccucc.org

SCC CLERGY CAFE

Join the SCC Conference Minister
and Conference Clergy for
fellowship and conversation every
Wednesday morning @ 9:30am

Join the September 2nd Cafe'
Here

SOUTH CENTRAL CONFERENCE

GATHERIN
o,

z2L

- -

;) NOVEMBER 6-7, 2026

0 FRIENDS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
COLLEGE STATION, TX

Strengthening relationships is

both the purpose of this gathering
and the foundation for whatever
comes next.

South Central Conference Gathering:
Coming Together. Looking Ahead.

Join clergy, lay leaders, and youth this
November in College Station for

worship, learning, and fellowship
g November 6-7, 2026.

Reserve Hotel Room Here

N
/.

3
e

AND RISING -

2 ,

‘ TOGETHER

2026 Southern Regional
UCC Women’s Retreat
October 9-11, 2026
Location: The Wesley Center, Woodworth, LA

o & 5 A
Check in: 3:00pm October 9t S m

af

Cost: $290 Double Occupancy
Registration Deadline: Sept 1, 2026
Registration QR Code: “3 fic 8]

oy

Pooicnd
et/
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https://u60937661.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.g6eUiJuQn9czW-2BCmpf16ucPFfj9jLVsq3b877B5La0dYRx0MGx4hcHZeG6xnInYlH3benLyGHkmhuwtZJt9vXRPic22MjEK4-2FrREiEdg9iMbrfa1zhixh87-2BReBfj7EjJ-2BlcZv-2FLq01LoIBv53sQJg-3D-3D2Tf6_BebZuezS3VhqDx98Otg8WCAiygCjFKLOhPk44siCOefJHsGQ87yRU7Uf1aHriYa4krVqAIV-2BfVcuvzbO94V9oRJOFiSiVK5liqfeOUZZVdWqgE52hJoEPoACR-2B7EmX3x2lFuLRZoM-2BQOTrM4JqePx8GXDVgITiV496shPdRVuKQFwG44dNn12M59XodHJ3EQFywtU0v8y5kp3wndl-2FAbcF549PONE6H5ybCBwQcKaxND3VLuJXkjtciHYl-2F1BQmvRicePJM4hjHCZB6cfDDJ7Vth7Y7xrhxHfhFk8DARMK4kF40E-2BIam9IHNh8yQA6U00h34BVoZa-2FxrgVZ6GnnerAPg4djLjy-2BXPWh3Ih3nWpX-2BCnmkqYnYEL4ZcJbnfEdLo6FDkwKg8oazN2cz4605UA-3D-3D
https://u60937661.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.g6eUiJuQn9czW-2BCmpf16uUKAvhnxQQLVUs8BwjVav0kv1ujPnvoViZ4vvWXPCUI2tc79JEu7fQY4NrlkF82HXJ89aeXvr5QhguWxaoNwvFIXNzzkGHEixJO3tsHP3Ouk4gEiebucHcJK2Qj-2BucVVbA-3D-3Dal7p_BebZuezS3VhqDx98Otg8WCAiygCjFKLOhPk44siCOefJHsGQ87yRU7Uf1aHriYa4krVqAIV-2BfVcuvzbO94V9oRJOFiSiVK5liqfeOUZZVdWqgE52hJoEPoACR-2B7EmX3x2lFuLRZoM-2BQOTrM4JqePx8GXDVgITiV496shPdRVuKQFwG44dNn12M59XodHJ3EQFywtU0v8y5kp3wndl-2FAbcF549PONE6H5ybCBwQcKaxND3VLuJXkjtciHYl-2F1BQmvRicePJM4hjHCZB6cfDDJ7e0boTjSqtsB3-2BjW5EP1zu2JMzejnnmdSU7GqABdEMEzchOZIKCLVMTpfBrwMyKVGvQFiTLLHWFPp1MB2cZZNv8Y3gwKRb7cxZoybRu3TGKJrldip6UOPrnYmBtpV7Lzpg-3D-3D
http://brooke@sccucc.org
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/fcbatacg/event/fallclergyboundaryawarenesstrainingallconferencegathering/
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/en-ca/laquinta/college-station-texas/la-quinta-college-station-south/rooms-rates?brand_id=LQ&checkInDate=11/6/2026&checkOutDate=11/7/2026&useWRPoints=false&children=0&groupCode=110626scc_001&adults=1&rooms=1&referringBrand=ALL&loc=ChIJozxGGYaERoYRyWq_tk3Hack&sessionId=1784123991

Mark your calendars for an important update
regarding our upcoming gathering.

The Southern Regional Women's Retreat originally scheduled for October 9-11, 2026, has
been officially rescheduled to September 17-19, 2027.

This decision was made by leadership due to the passing of the original Planning Team chair,
a venue change, the delayed start of the planning & advertising campaigns, and lower-than-
expected registration numbers for the 2026 dates. Pushing the event back allows us to rethink
our strategy, broaden our outreach, and ensure we deliver the high-quality, impactful weekend
our community deserves.

What Happens Next?

¢ Registration Adjustments: If you have already registered for the 2026
retreat, look for a separate email shortly regarding automatic transfers or full
refunds.

¢ Planning Committee: The committee will pause operations for the
remainder of the year and reconvene in January 2027 to begin fresh
preparations.

¢ Get Involved: If you are interested in joining the planning team or sharing
ideas for the 2027 program, outreach will open when meetings resume in the
new year.

We appreciate your patience, flexibility, and continued support as we work to make the 2027
retreat our best one yet. Save the new dates, and stay tuned for more details early next
year!

Learning Opportunities
‘f A
%‘ Affordable, Accessible, and Flexible

PATHWAYS www.pathwaystheological.org

Courses beginning September 1 Biblical
Studies Project
Sermon Writing Project

Courses beginning September 9
Professional Boundaries and Ministerial Self-
Care

Indigenous Theology

August is National Make-A-Will Month. CLICK HERE FOR FALL 2026 COURSE
We're inviting you to put your love into action by OFFERINGS

creating or updating your will at no cost! In 2024, -

the Pension Boards-UCC and National Ministries o
launched Together for Tomorrow, a shared legacy Are you ready to get started?
campaign that provides our UCC community with STEP 1: APPLY NOW

access to FreeWill.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to Paul at
212-729-2738 or pramsey@pbucc.org or Michelle
at 216-736-2109 or

carverm@ucc.org with any questions about writing
your will or leaving a planned gift.

Get Started Here
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https://pathwaystheological.org/index.php/programs/course-schedule
https://www.pathwaystheological.org/index.php/admissions?blm_aid=18486
https://partner.freewill.com/pbucc?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--f8EhqYu65y0gS5uA587QwwoBKR-_q1uscHBZxZn3g7fN9l8Hpt9xjYFFhZKxyS8pdUc5nKPpORyIVbh2eFvLO7I6pug&_hsmi=431426935&utm_content=431426935&utm_source=hs_email&blm_aid=18486

\ Each month, UCC experts unpack an
GETTING Ll I issue through our Getting to the Root
TO etk tall  series. This August, the UCC Office of
THE e sitmonomalil  Public Policy & Advocacy team reflect on
ROOT S LI how to make the most of August Recess,
e ek el : . . o>
e e sawmakers, It S also a prime opporiunity.. IV o] pl=1S megtlng with your elected_ officials
@o# CHRIST UL LU VL [ocally, gearing up your congregation for
' ‘ ‘ ‘ the midterm elections, and prioritizing rest.

You can read the full reflection here.

National UCC News

Manual on Local Church

MANUAL ) Why a Manual on Local Church? Our
ON LOCAL , covenantal structures and practices make

CHURCH " the United Church of Christ unique. Since
, its inception, the United Church of Christ
has sought to clarify how we live out

v covenant in community. Today, The Manual
on Local Church is part of this ongoing

work to discern and define our structure so
Order Here that we can engage more fully in our
faithful witness in the world.
Handbook for Visitation: Children and
Youth

HANDBOOK
FOR VISITATION

Visiting youth with family members present
differs from visiting adults. Meeting the

needs of these two distinct age groups - WITH CHILDREN AND YOUTH
simultaneously can be challenging. =
Some visits will occur in a hospital, while Quse= |

others in pediatric rehabilitation, and many
more will happen in family homes.

Pediatric chaplains and faith leaders are
Steps for preparing for these visits are the primary contributors to this book.
outlined with activities that engage the
child, such as Bible stories, children's
literature, songs, and blessings. Prayer
options range from simple three-line
prayers for younger children to those for
youth with specific requests.
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mailto:carverm@ucc.org
https://www.ucc.org/making-the-most-of-august-recess/
https://www.ucc.org/making-the-most-of-august-recess/
https://www.ucc.org/making-the-most-of-august-recess/
https://www.uccresources.com/products/manual-on-local-church?inf_contact_key=f7d72adbe2d1b42f3617017f028f9add1b0a3f0fd3ee5d9b43fb34c6613498d7&blm_aid=18486
https://www.uccresources.com/products/wellness-ministries-handbook-for-visitation-children-and-youth?variant=41784964481087&inf_contact_key=5e9a72a421ea7867665756f878926cd2b7af0999dac2af6212784c39e05d2aef&blm_aid=18486

Upcoming UCC
MESA Trainings

Thursday, September 10, 1:00pm —
3:00pm ET MESA Introduction
Judicatory staff will cover topics including
theological grounding in the work of COMs,
the Manual on Ministry, the Marks for

Faithful and Effective Ministers and the
Ministerial Code, best practices for working
with COMs and other topics. Facilitated by
Rev. Elizabeth Dilley and Rev. Melanie
Oommen.

APC Endorsement Deadlines

Final materials and the Letter of
Endorsement written by the
Committee on Ministry should be
submitted via email to
glaser-bacona@ucc.org for
certification no
later than three weeks before the
deadline.

e October 31, 2026 for
interviews in March 2027

Advocacy & Mission

J TEXAS STATE

For more than half a century, the United
Campus Ministry at Texas State has
partnered with the United Church of Christ
to fully welcome for ALL students. With a
diverse school enrollment of 39,000
students, including 40% first-generation in
college, the UCM provides a loving and
inclusive ministry caring for individual
students while working for a just and
peaceful world in the love of Jesus.

If you know a student at Texas State, or
want to make a positive impact with
emerging young adult leaders of the
church, please contact Todd Salmi
(todd@ucmtxstate.org) and visit
www.ucmtxstate.org.

Urge Congress to Hold Data Centers Accountable

Join the UCC in Urging Congress to
Hold Data Centers Accountable

Take Action Here

*
CHRISTMAS 5,
ST % The Greatest of These...
Love...

It may be the middle of summer, but the
spirit of Christmas is already in the air as
we prepare to celebrate Christmas in July.
This month, we’re celebrating the powerful
ways The Christmas Fund community
supports the financial, physical, and
spiritual wellbeing of those who serve the

UCC.
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https://u60937661.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.g6eUiJuQn9czW-2BCmpf16uam4EC2S-2BYzEOk45D7P04fZkYr3y60yy-2F1qstSWbmjWvIigKjuivPZM0p8Kdx-2F25BIQCHOWDY6cFnc3JYV1wDW-2Bsv-2FxvAlkOo7K8qqeviqStuchi1MaxYm4hRq9Zx2R7peI6yXhmI8SWYLR4faofHetQY5146BTOUWpT1LmwTaHgDGmVf3Bh76GHKom43BZLYdqgbMz62UPekR0J0RpjWEeoyEoEIB8oAci8UOy-2FK6rL8n4B3xda4n0-2FBKZ6icRnuXNAbZ257FyFuLRPiuuc7YKC-2BgFHjDwodAb3152amxYqY61q_BebZuezS3VhqDx98Otg8WCAiygCjFKLOhPk44siCOefJHsGQ87yRU7Uf1aHriYa4krVqAIV-2BfVcuvzbO94V9oRJOFiSiVK5liqfeOUZZVdWqgE52hJoEPoACR-2B7EmX3x2lFuLRZoM-2BQOTrM4JqePx8GXDVgITiV496shPdRVuKQFwG44dNn12M59XodHJ3EQFywtU0v8y5kp3wndl-2FAbcF549PONE6H5ybCBwQcKaxND3VLuJXkjtciHYl-2F1BQmvRicePJM4hjHCZB6cfDDJ7aP5XRyjBejiPd-2BvbZFAqd0olfA3V0T6h-2BNIRzCqQTzszLz3YxqnSeDKqRuAXo5LjmIpW4PeOhIa2-2Fau9XWj6zNySlmnR1JY9NTa1i9eE6OENLp1Sw5a2QTDyzBJXUDHRA-3D-3D
https://ucc.zoom.us/meeting/register/xTr9gTODSNqJzkRubDeB5g?blm_aid=18486#/registration
glaser-bacona@ucc.org
https://www.votervoice.net/JAWM/Campaigns/138751/Respond?unregistered=4400480055004B00580069007200370035007800660030007300320042006C0064006F0039002D006A007700&blm_aid=18486
https://pbucc.donorsupport.co/page/christmasfund2026?utm_campaign=CIJ-2026&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_aN-FbdhFcJnjyNajC_wsYSHzKfvf2f7bzWj4nv3KI-eRQVZEPNff_5ZgMW2mMT8d6FK1BkgYHdrK0xVwIsGOo_g_Osw&_hsmi=429994776&utm_content=429994776&utm_source=hs_email&blm_aid=18486

Faith Response Immigration Gathering October

4-6, 2026

You're invited to join with people of faith from across
Texas for training and resource building to faithfully

respond to attacks on immigrants in our
communities. Click Here for More Information

Support the Ministry of the Conference

SCHURCH'S
o

Stronger Together Through OCWM
Monthly Giving

Our shared ministry across the wider
church is made possible through OCWM.

Contributions allow for consistent, faithful

stewardship. Reliable giving helps sustain

staff support, pastoral care, and leadership
development throughout the year.

OCWAM is a living expression of our
covenant—reminding us that we are
stronger together.

G

FRIENDS

OF THE CONFERENCE

Become a
Friend of the Conference!

Resources

View the NEW SCC E-news Calendar.
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https://www.ccsw.org/faithful-response-immigration-gathering?blm_aid=18486
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=42GE9S2FF4SS4&blm_aid=18486
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=42GE9S2FF4SS4&blm_aid=18486
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r?cid=Y180MmRmMTE0YjZkNTY3NjBlOTU5ZWEzN2YwNTlhNDUzYTlhZmFkMDUwY2U2ODQ1OTQ3MTA0YjgwN2NkZDEzNzFlQGdyb3VwLmNhbGVuZGFyLmdvb2dsZS5jb20&blm_aid=18486&pli=1

. Would you like to submit an Article for the
&"5 C mncpi' eNews? Email your information to Stacey at
. office@sccucc.org or call the office at
830-313-5855

Email: sccm@sccucc.org

Schedule an Appointment
https://calendly.com/sccm-sccucc

Our Contact Information

South Central Conference of the United Church of Christ

P.O. Box 310676
New Braunfels, TX. 78131

You are being sent this email because you are a subscriber.

If you wish to update your Email Preferences or Unsubscribe, click Unsubscribe | Manage
email preferences
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