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Passing of Rev. Ernest S. Dean, Jr.

Rev. Ernie Dean of the Heart of Texas Association passed away peacefully on
Saturday, August 29th in Austin.  Please keep his wife Shirley and the entire Dean
family in your thoughts & prayers.

Rev. Dean served a number of SCC churches including Weimar UCC, St. Peter's
Church of Coupland, and Frieden's UCC of Geronimo.

Memorial service arrangements are pending.

2026 Tessmann Scholarship Funds Now Available 

The application process to apply for the 2026 Tessmann Scholarship Funds is open.
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If you are interested in applying, please see the Fund Notification Letter here and 
complete the application form here.

• Return your application to the Conference of by Wednesday, September 30th
• Funds for successful applications will be disbursed on October 31st

Conference News

New Orleans Association Announces 
Fall Association Meeting



"Converging 2026: Sing Through It! 
October 7-10, 2026 Louisville, KY

The Convergence Music Project (CMP) invites you to "Sing Through It!

Click Here for More Information
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Save the Date for the 2026 North Texas Association Fall Meeting

The Fall Meeting will be a Co-led event with St. John UCC of Robinson and St.
Paul's UCC of Gerald.
Where:   St. Paul's UCC of Gerald, @ 117 Gerald Lane, Elm Mott, TX. 76640
When: Saturday, October 17, 2026

Registration opens at 9:30 am, followed by the Business meeting at 10:00 am 

https://u60937661.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.g6eUiJuQn9czW-2BCmpf16uad3tupKa7A2P5vmsvxFO9G0ZaLwUL3-2BGfw1rl47EWFe6zVu-2FlUGprLj-2FfPc5CNidv8hyh4LHcXGLBV-2Btzj6vEolmt-2BQNTMelHINHk87hyG9nM6c-2BrX-2BSsQyupUtyJBjOA-3D-3DvwPm_BebZuezS3VhqDx98Otg8WCAiygCjFKLOhPk44siCOefJHsGQ87yRU7Uf1aHriYa4krVqAIV-2BfVcuvzbO94V9oRJOFiSiVK5liqfeOUZZVdWqgE52hJoEPoACR-2B7EmX3x2lFuLRZoM-2BQOTrM4JqePx8GXDVgITiV496shPdRVuKQFwG44dNn12M59XodHJ3EQFywtU0v8y5kp3wndl-2FAbcCVs5Nzx1SyRJcFAoqHRz0vJZgSMKpKd6maEJlF5BC-2BkK2W8myOJsCYUxgX96yC3FJ16-2BJ3NJ-2BKahPq-2BSYTJUsK3VlitbBk-2F1uk79yK3tx5X7tjZQmhpf3iNrZxCC8JC1Rbt8NSym1GB51p05oqphQUA7-2BJ2NZ-2B67gLZ-2BzisewgdVMvXDo8LU7URCpwvDkBByg-3D-3D


Join SCC Youth Director, Brooke Dooley, 
for the Youth Ministry Support gatherings 
every second Tuesday of the month at 
6:30pm.

The next meeting will be
September 8 Join meeting here. Contact 
Brooke for more questions at
brooke@sccucc.org.

Join the SCC Conference Minister
and Conference Clergy for

fellowship and conversation every
Wednesday morning @ 9:30am

Join the September 9th Cafe' Here
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South Central Conference Gathering: 
Coming Together. Looking Ahead.

Join clergy, lay leaders, and youth this 
November in College Station for 
worship, learning, and fellowship 
November 6-7, 2026. 

Reserve Hotel Room

Register

Learning Opportunities

Courses beginning September 9
Professional Boundaries and Ministerial
Self-Care
Indigenous Theology

CLICK HERE FOR FALL 2026 COURSE
OFFERINGS

Are you ready to get started?
STEP 1: APPLY NOW

Each month, UCC experts unpack an issue
through our Getting to the Root
series. This August, the UCC Office of
Public Policy & Advocacy team reflect on
how to make the most of August Recess,
such as meeting with your elected officials
locally, gearing up your congregation for
the midterm elections, and prioritizing rest.
You can read the full reflection here.

https://u60937661.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.g6eUiJuQn9czW-2BCmpf16uZTrCCwzgepZqRw5TctqLlf290UGLFdwXE0EVgBI-2FLd3RO552KLJMN-2BuqvwBV-2FX77dO0OHzgUMmNN4KgepcQerV-2BzirbSqMTJecaeEgb8cEKwjk5zs3QbiIVFpFT6Mg9rA-3D-3D7ZoR_BebZuezS3VhqDx98Otg8WCAiygCjFKLOhPk44siCOefJHsGQ87yRU7Uf1aHriYa4krVqAIV-2BfVcuvzbO94V9oRJOFiSiVK5liqfeOUZZVdWqgE52hJoEPoACR-2B7EmX3x2lFuLRZoM-2BQOTrM4JqePx8GXDVgITiV496shPdRVuKQFwG44dNn12M59XodHJ3EQFywtU0v8y5kp3wndl-2FAbcCVs5Nzx1SyRJcFAoqHRz0vJZgSMKpKd6maEJlF5BC-2BkK2W8myOJsCYUxgX96yC3FG7-2BhRvHthuBje1xaE-2Fo2ZTydxqQv8MNLztOLqVN07F1oykPOnFk-2B8qrIGO3NAxeaHbF34Mz4sQgg51isYsztPTFZpF7foi4cQU4l2y0oaMAWu-2Bl3-2F1ZC4UbzNeUkD25wA-3D-3D
https://u60937661.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.g6eUiJuQn9czW-2BCmpf16ucPFfj9jLVsq3b877B5La0dYRx0MGx4hcHZeG6xnInYlH3benLyGHkmhuwtZJt9vXRPic22MjEK4-2FrREiEdg9iMbrfa1zhixh87-2BReBfj7EjJ-2BlcZv-2FLq01LoIBv53sQJg-3D-3Dp9fl_BebZuezS3VhqDx98Otg8WCAiygCjFKLOhPk44siCOefJHsGQ87yRU7Uf1aHriYa4krVqAIV-2BfVcuvzbO94V9oRJOFiSiVK5liqfeOUZZVdWqgE52hJoEPoACR-2B7EmX3x2lFuLRZoM-2BQOTrM4JqePx8GXDVgITiV496shPdRVuKQFwG44dNn12M59XodHJ3EQFywtU0v8y5kp3wndl-2FAbcCVs5Nzx1SyRJcFAoqHRz0vJZgSMKpKd6maEJlF5BC-2BkK2W8myOJsCYUxgX96yC3FJ05-2F4qURdNAll6DZV-2BQr4uK4wzdQkRUuENvJ-2FcwrLR2B4oOAKv3iSajXDR3C18pmDi0BD0hLVvoLOiGM6Zk0jvr0HiDpz2nW3sOfkZMtDlD8jtgqenVc1GGSN2y5slwvw-3D-3D
mailto:brooke@sccucc.org
https://u60937661.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.g6eUiJuQn9czW-2BCmpf16uUKAvhnxQQLVUs8BwjVav0kv1ujPnvoViZ4vvWXPCUI2tc79JEu7fQY4NrlkF82HXJ89aeXvr5QhguWxaoNwvFIXNzzkGHEixJO3tsHP3Ouk4gEiebucHcJK2Qj-2BucVVbA-3D-3DTO-s_BebZuezS3VhqDx98Otg8WCAiygCjFKLOhPk44siCOefJHsGQ87yRU7Uf1aHriYa4krVqAIV-2BfVcuvzbO94V9oRJOFiSiVK5liqfeOUZZVdWqgE52hJoEPoACR-2B7EmX3x2lFuLRZoM-2BQOTrM4JqePx8GXDVgITiV496shPdRVuKQFwG44dNn12M59XodHJ3EQFywtU0v8y5kp3wndl-2FAbcCVs5Nzx1SyRJcFAoqHRz0vJZgSMKpKd6maEJlF5BC-2BkK2W8myOJsCYUxgX96yC3FIJodPn2OHKC0D6yq19tqKIua9DEBZ4zLvxtlS9LeQpWfDT7VZRbM3gIqfCd1gCbDjvHKRx-2Fkx0SqnnaKcUfNbVGYi81aMdpUD0cS09IvuP1kzaCI0jcTi49V-2FtIycjTFg-3D-3D


National UCC News
Manual on Local Church

Why a Manual on Local Church? Our 
covenantal structures and practices make 
the United Church of Christ unique. Since 
its inception, the United Church of Christ 
has sought to clarify how we live out 
covenant in community. Today, The Manual 
on Local Church is part of this ongoing 
work to discern and define our structure so 
that we can engage more fully in our 
faithful witness in the world.
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Order Here

Handbook for Visitation: Children and
Youth

Visiting youth with family members present
differs from visiting adults. Meeting the
needs of these two distinct age groups
simultaneously can be challenging.
Some visits will occur in a hospital, while
others in pediatric rehabilitation, and many
more will happen in family homes.

Steps for preparing for these visits are
outlined with activities that engage the
child, such as Bible stories, children's
literature, songs, and blessings. Prayer
options range from simple three-line
prayers for younger children to those for
youth with specific requests.

Pediatric chaplains and faith leaders are
the primary contributors to this book.

Order Here

Upcoming UCC
MESA Trainings

Thursday, September 10, 1:00pm –
3:00pm ET MESA Introduction
Judicatory staff will cover topics including
theological grounding in the work of COMs,
the Manual on Ministry, the Marks for
Faithful and Effective Ministers and the
Ministerial Code, best practices for working
with COMs and other topics. Facilitated by
Rev. Elizabeth Dilley and Rev. Melanie
Oommen.

APC Endorsement Deadlines

 Final materials and the Letter of
Endorsement written by the
Committee on Ministry should be
submitted via email to glaser-
bacona@ucc.org for certification no
later than three weeks before the
deadline.

• October 31, 2026 for 
interviews in March 2027 

Advocacy & Mission

https://u60937661.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.g6eUiJuQn9czW-2BCmpf16uVrmZcj2QUAbypexPPwoImW6gjS8MqjPx8Mm7NA-2BiR1wS8x7VP7COKPUZ6P819coNDkAmKfboiGeZWQwFPUaRvIvZlHja-2FCwgNWSWwEsiJ46Soi4st0oUyqs6YikEnaVGK0OQ4TQ65B4ZtIPgOZze4Y-3DId8C_BebZuezS3VhqDx98Otg8WCAiygCjFKLOhPk44siCOefJHsGQ87yRU7Uf1aHriYa4krVqAIV-2BfVcuvzbO94V9oRJOFiSiVK5liqfeOUZZVdWqgE52hJoEPoACR-2B7EmX3x2lFuLRZoM-2BQOTrM4JqePx8GXDVgITiV496shPdRVuKQFwG44dNn12M59XodHJ3EQFywtU0v8y5kp3wndl-2FAbcCVs5Nzx1SyRJcFAoqHRz0vJZgSMKpKd6maEJlF5BC-2BkK2W8myOJsCYUxgX96yC3FHr9R49ucDk9U0NNW4VtlYPs6KND1V5VLSDp66ERzDydyyapMh-2FASV-2Fo7q2ojHHrvWVg7ZczLLgE9fnp5ZvIhwLa-2B5qL0uPoWRE8mJrppNoz1lemmasA8-2BBphmp32egYSg-3D-3D
https://u60937661.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.g6eUiJuQn9czW-2BCmpf16uVrmZcj2QUAbypexPPwoImW6gjS8MqjPx8Mm7NA-2BiR1wS8x7VP7COKPUZ6P819coNDkAmKfboiGeZWQwFPUaRvIvZlHja-2FCwgNWSWwEsiJ46Soi4st0oUyqs6YikEnaVGK0OQ4TQ65B4ZtIPgOZze4Y-3DId8C_BebZuezS3VhqDx98Otg8WCAiygCjFKLOhPk44siCOefJHsGQ87yRU7Uf1aHriYa4krVqAIV-2BfVcuvzbO94V9oRJOFiSiVK5liqfeOUZZVdWqgE52hJoEPoACR-2B7EmX3x2lFuLRZoM-2BQOTrM4JqePx8GXDVgITiV496shPdRVuKQFwG44dNn12M59XodHJ3EQFywtU0v8y5kp3wndl-2FAbcCVs5Nzx1SyRJcFAoqHRz0vJZgSMKpKd6maEJlF5BC-2BkK2W8myOJsCYUxgX96yC3FHr9R49ucDk9U0NNW4VtlYPs6KND1V5VLSDp66ERzDydyyapMh-2FASV-2Fo7q2ojHHrvWVg7ZczLLgE9fnp5ZvIhwLa-2B5qL0uPoWRE8mJrppNoz1lemmasA8-2BBphmp32egYSg-3D-3D
https://u60937661.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.g6eUiJuQn9czW-2BCmpf16uVrmZcj2QUAbypexPPwoImW6gjS8MqjPx8Mm7NA-2BiR1wS8x7VP7COKPUZ6P819coNDkAmKfboiGeZWQwFPUaRvIvZlHja-2FCwgNWSWwEsiJ46Soi4st0oUyqs6YikEnaVGK0OQ4TQ65B4ZtIPgOZze4Y-3DId8C_BebZuezS3VhqDx98Otg8WCAiygCjFKLOhPk44siCOefJHsGQ87yRU7Uf1aHriYa4krVqAIV-2BfVcuvzbO94V9oRJOFiSiVK5liqfeOUZZVdWqgE52hJoEPoACR-2B7EmX3x2lFuLRZoM-2BQOTrM4JqePx8GXDVgITiV496shPdRVuKQFwG44dNn12M59XodHJ3EQFywtU0v8y5kp3wndl-2FAbcCVs5Nzx1SyRJcFAoqHRz0vJZgSMKpKd6maEJlF5BC-2BkK2W8myOJsCYUxgX96yC3FHr9R49ucDk9U0NNW4VtlYPs6KND1V5VLSDp66ERzDydyyapMh-2FASV-2Fo7q2ojHHrvWVg7ZczLLgE9fnp5ZvIhwLa-2B5qL0uPoWRE8mJrppNoz1lemmasA8-2BBphmp32egYSg-3D-3D
https://u60937661.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.g6eUiJuQn9czW-2BCmpf16uVrmZcj2QUAbypexPPwoImW6gjS8MqjPx8Mm7NA-2BiR1wS8x7VP7COKPUZ6P819coNDkAmKfboiGeZWQwFPUaRvIvZlHja-2FCwgNWSWwEsiJ46Soi4st0oUyqs6YikEnaVGK0OQ4TQ65B4ZtIPgOZze4Y-3DId8C_BebZuezS3VhqDx98Otg8WCAiygCjFKLOhPk44siCOefJHsGQ87yRU7Uf1aHriYa4krVqAIV-2BfVcuvzbO94V9oRJOFiSiVK5liqfeOUZZVdWqgE52hJoEPoACR-2B7EmX3x2lFuLRZoM-2BQOTrM4JqePx8GXDVgITiV496shPdRVuKQFwG44dNn12M59XodHJ3EQFywtU0v8y5kp3wndl-2FAbcCVs5Nzx1SyRJcFAoqHRz0vJZgSMKpKd6maEJlF5BC-2BkK2W8myOJsCYUxgX96yC3FHr9R49ucDk9U0NNW4VtlYPs6KND1V5VLSDp66ERzDydyyapMh-2FASV-2Fo7q2ojHHrvWVg7ZczLLgE9fnp5ZvIhwLa-2B5qL0uPoWRE8mJrppNoz1lemmasA8-2BBphmp32egYSg-3D-3D
https://u60937661.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.g6eUiJuQn9czW-2BCmpf16uaEjESvwRaVlZm90gsM85YkLfa7gg-2FMJVcKzK-2B1E4U6sCJV7gxHlIIAzP8FYu66HCw-3D-3DIagu_BebZuezS3VhqDx98Otg8WCAiygCjFKLOhPk44siCOefJHsGQ87yRU7Uf1aHriYa4krVqAIV-2BfVcuvzbO94V9oRJOFiSiVK5liqfeOUZZVdWqgE52hJoEPoACR-2B7EmX3x2lFuLRZoM-2BQOTrM4JqePx8GXDVgITiV496shPdRVuKQFwG44dNn12M59XodHJ3EQFywtU0v8y5kp3wndl-2FAbcCVs5Nzx1SyRJcFAoqHRz0vJZgSMKpKd6maEJlF5BC-2BkK2W8myOJsCYUxgX96yC3FMCFxa63YY-2BsJkvTKqW-2BEPvBjmt7-2BpQM7UNVFbpnuWlDPCOWMP1lzjifx-2FvfcbPT5zLOpWro9P4zASfbS1r-2BqIeM-2Ft-2BqQqF9baVkGJhTAOgPlfrBqvhKgnwN3NLm8-2FETnQ-3D-3D
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Join the UCC in Urging Congress to
Hold Data Centers Accountable

Take Action Here

It may be the middle of summer, but the 
spirit of Christmas is already in the air as 
we prepare to celebrate Christmas in July. 
This month, we’re celebrating the powerful 
ways The Christmas Fund community 
supports the financial, physical, and 
spiritual wellbeing of those who serve the 
UCC.

Donate 
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Faith Response Immigration Gathering
October 4-6, 2026

You’re invited to join with people of faith from across 
Texas for training and resource building to faithfully 

respond to attacks on immigrants in our communities.

Click Here for More Information 

Support the Ministry of the Conference

Stronger Together Through OCWM 
Monthly Giving

Our shared ministry across the wider 
church is made possible through OCWM. 

Contributions allow for consistent, faithful 
stewardship. Reliable giving helps sustain 
staff support, pastoral care, and leadership 

development throughout the year.
OCWM is a living expression of our 
covenant—reminding us that we are 

stronger together.

Become a
Friend of the Conference

Donate

Donate

Resources

https://u60937661.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.g6eUiJuQn9czW-2BCmpf16uam4EC2S-2BYzEOk45D7P04fZkYr3y60yy-2F1qstSWbmjWvIigKjuivPZM0p8Kdx-2F25BIQCHOWDY6cFnc3JYV1wDW-2Bsv-2FxvAlkOo7K8qqeviqStuchi1MaxYm4hRq9Zx2R7peI6yXhmI8SWYLR4faofHetQY5146BTOUWpT1LmwTaHgDGmVf3Bh76GHKom43BZLYdqgbMz62UPekR0J0RpjWEeoyEoEIB8oAci8UOy-2FK6rL8n4B3xda4n0-2FBKZ6icRnuXNAbZ257FyFuLRPiuuc7YKC-2BgFHjDwodAb3152amxYqJaZU_BebZuezS3VhqDx98Otg8WCAiygCjFKLOhPk44siCOefJHsGQ87yRU7Uf1aHriYa4krVqAIV-2BfVcuvzbO94V9oRJOFiSiVK5liqfeOUZZVdWqgE52hJoEPoACR-2B7EmX3x2lFuLRZoM-2BQOTrM4JqePx8GXDVgITiV496shPdRVuKQFwG44dNn12M59XodHJ3EQFywtU0v8y5kp3wndl-2FAbcCVs5Nzx1SyRJcFAoqHRz0vJZgSMKpKd6maEJlF5BC-2BkK2W8myOJsCYUxgX96yC3FDllv28Zy-2BYWkCyDgJraOxUouFHEuBNWn-2FDtTELU6IZIezU4jabIln-2Fw4d7GryeisRT9vnw6imO85cELw66EOtXZMRJuFqRgGhu3Qg8v-2F4bS-2B3UOONJIW4RMS6FjrF93mQ-3D-3D
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Email: sccm@sccucc.org

Schedule an Appointment 
https://calendly.com/sccm-sccucc

View the NEW SCC E-news Calendar. 
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Would you like to submit an Article for the eNews? Email your information
to Stacey at office@sccucc.org or call the office at 830-313-5855

Our Contact Information

South Central Conference of the United Church of Christ

P.O. Box 310676
New Braunfels, TX 78131

You are being sent this email because you are a subscriber.

If you wish to update your Email Preferences or Unsubscribe, click Unsubscribe | Manage
email preferences
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